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FAN UNSUCCESSFUL SEARCH FOR 
EMPEROR CHARLES IN THE UNTERSBERG 

IN THE YEARS 1818 AND 1819

ABSTRACT
In 1819 the police captured a man near Salzburg (Austria) who at first was considered to be a religious 
fanatic. Later he turned out to be a lunatic. He said that he had tried twice to get access to the interior 
of the Untersberg in order to become a soldier of Emperor Charles, but that he was unable to find the 
entrance.
This incident shows the appeal of the legends connected with the caves of the Untersberg.
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RIASSUNTO
Nel 1819 la polizia catturò un uomo vicino a Salisburgo (Austria) che inizialmente fu considerato un 
fanatico religioso. In seguito si rivelò essere un lunatico. L’uomo affermò di aver tentato due volte di 
accedere all’interno dell’Untersberg per diventare un soldato dell’Imperatore Carlo, ma di non essere 
riuscito a trovare l’ingresso.
Questo episodio dimostra il fascino delle leggende legate alle grotte dell’Untersberg.
Parole chiave: ricerca di grotte, leggende sulle grotte, Untersberg, Imperatore Carlo.

THE SOURCE
The case is documented by a report of the District Court (Landgericht) Salzburg dated to the 6th 
April 1819 to another local authority (Kreisamt Salzburg):  
„Heute frühe wurde durch das diesseitige Polizeyaufsichtspersonale ein junger Mensch von 20 
Jahren im Dorfe Wals aufgegriffen, und hieher überliefert, der auf dem Rücken ein von Holz 
verfertigtes Kreuz und auf dem Kopfe um den Hut eine Krone von Dornen trug.
Da derselbe mehrere Gebette in einer Brieftasche bay sich trug, so hielt man ihn Anfangs für 
einen Religionsschwärmer.
Bey der mit ihm vorge[nommenen] letzten Vernehmung fand man an diesen Menschen aber 
offenbaren Irrsinn, was auch die mit ihm vorgenommene ärztliche Untersuchung bewährte.
Nach seiner Vernehmung heißt derselbe Andrä Schartner, und ist ein Bauerssohn von Urschlau 
Landgerichts Saalfelden.
Er gibt in seiner Vernehmung an, daß er schon 2 Mahle in Herbste und Winter am Untersberg 
war, daß er das Unterirrdische des Untersberg besuchen wollte, aber die eiserne Thüre mit 
den goldenen Buchstaben nicht finden konnte, und es jetzt wieder versuchen wollte, in den 
Untersberg zu kommen, um beym Kaiser Karl Soldat zu werden.
Er wäre auf diesen Einfall durch die im Druke vorhandene wunderbare Beschreibung des 
Untersbergs, in der er öfters gelesen habe, gekommen.
Diese Beschreibung des Untersberg hat man unter den Effecten des Schartner auch wirklich 
vorgefunden. Es wäre zu wünschen, daß der Annkauf dieser unsinigen Beschreibung des 
Untersbergs allgemein verbothen, und aus allen Buchhandlungen abgenommen würde.
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Andrä Schartner Morgen mit Schub an das k: k: Landgericht Saalfelden abgeliefert, an welches 
zugleich das Vernehmungsprotokoll samt Spezifikation der vorgefundenen Gebette und Effekten 
zur polizeylichen Verfügung übersendet wird.“ (Gutrath, 1819)

THE REPORT’S CONTENT
On 6th April 1819 the police grasped a young man of about 20 years of age in the village of Wals in 
the vicinity of Salzburg. He was carrying a wooden cross on his back and wore a crown of thorns 
upon his hat. He was considered to be a religious fanatic as he had some prayers in his wallet. 
The result of an examination both by the police and a physician was that he was a lunatic indeed. 
He stated that his name was Andrä Schartner and that he was a farmer’s son from Urslau in 
the district of Saalfelden. He further told the police that he had tried twice both in autumn 
and winter to access the interior of the 
Untersberg in order to become soldier 
of emperor Charles, but that he failed 
to find the iron gate with the golden 
letters. This idea had come to his mind 
after he had read a printed description 
of the Untersberg. This book, obviously 
a version of the socalled “Brixen 
Popular Book” (“Brixener Volksbuch”) 
(Anonym, 1782), was found in his 
luggage.
The police demanded that the purchase 
of this books was to be forbidden and 
urged that books like these ought to be 
removed from bookshops. Moreover, 
Andrä Schartner was brought to the 
District Court of Saalfelden.

THE LEGEND OF EMPEROR CHARLES IN THE UNTERSBERG
Since the 16th century several legends connected with inhabitants of the interior of the Untersberg 
are documented (Martin, 1942). The most famous one is the legend of Lazarus Gitschner which 
was created around the middle of the 16th century (Lang, 2010). The oldest manuscripts date 

Fig. 1 - Untersberg

Fig. 2 - Frederik Barbarossa
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from the 17th century, and the 
legend became widespread 
through the publication in the 
socalled “Brixener Volksbuch” 
in 1782 (Anonym, 1782). This 
“Volksbuch” was reprinted 
several times, in the 19th century 
also in Salzburg. 
It recounts the adventures 
of Lazarus Gitzner on the 
Untersberg near Salzburg. On 
a trip to the higher sectors of 
this mountain he discovered an 
inscription in the rocks. After 
he had reported his trip to 
the town clerk of Reichenhall 
he received the order to write 
down the inscription. Therefore 
he returned to the Untersberg 
to see the inscription again. By this occasion, he met a monk who lead him through an iron 
gate offering the entrance to the interior of the mountain which was inhabited by a monastic 
community. There, he apparently encountered several sovereigns who had already passed away, 
among them emperor Charles surrounded by his soldiers. The monk told Lazarus about the 
alleged forthcoming end of the world which was to culminate in a battle on the Walserfeld north 
of the Untersberg. He ordered Lazarus to write down his experience after 35 years.

Fig. 3 - SteinernerKaser

Fig. 4 - SteinernerKaser
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THE UNTERSBERG’S 
CAVES
It was supposed that Untersberg’s 
numerous caves fostered the 
dissemination of the medieval 
motive of the emperor Charlemagne 
or Charles V or Frederik I 
Barbarossa twelling there (Lang, 
2010, 146). Several researchers 
tried to identify the entrance to the 
interior of the Untersberg which 
according to the legend was near 
the Hochthron with specific caves, 
e. g. the Steinerne Kaser (Zillner 
1861, 112) near the Mittagsscharte, 
the Kleine Eiskeller (Erben, 1914, 46) near the Salzburger Hochthron, the Mittagsloch (Lang, 
2010, 128) beneath the Berchtesgadner Hochthron or the Karlhöhle near Fürstenbrunn (Wallner 
1861).

THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Between 1800 and 1816 the Napoleonic wars led to several occupations by French and Bavarian 
armies in the Salzburg region, to the end of the political indipendence of the principality of 
Salzburg and to several changes of government. The political transformations and the economic 

Fig. 5 - GroßerEiskeller

Fig. 6 - GroßerEiskeller
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crisis which was followed by the famines in 
1816 and 1817 caused by climatic changes 
after the eruption of the vulcano Tambora 
in Indonesia favoured the emergence of 
religious fanatism and chiliastic movements 
(Ortner, 2003, 133-135). The wars and the 
misery were considered to be the sign of the 
beginning of the end of the world. One of these 
chiliastic sects were the socalled Pöschlianer, 
the followers of the priest Thomas Pöschl, 
who were mainly active in the regions of 
Upper Austria and Salzburg (Wurzbach, 
1872, 19-23; Barden, 1994, 775-777; Ortner 
2003, 135-138). Among the Pöschlianer 
the “Brixener Volksbuch” was wide spread, 
obviously because of its apocalyptic visions 
(Anonym, 1819, 6-7). According to a decree 
dating to 21th January 1819 books and prayers 
containing superstition and their selling were 
forbidden in Austria and had to be censored 
by the police (Obentraut, 1843, 27).

CONCLUSION
Records held by the Regional Archive of 
Salzburg (Salzburger Landesarchiv) dating 
to 1819 prove that apocalyptic visions such 
as the Untersberg saga loomed large during 
this period of political and economic turmoil. 
A printed version of this narrative – the so-
called “Brixen Popular Book” (“Brixener 
Volksbuch”) – was wide spread especially 
amongst religious enthusiasts. Thus, a young 
man from Pinzgau who was considered 
to be a lunatic tried to gain access to the 
interior of the Untersberg for several times. 
His imagination was to encounter emperor 
Charles there and subsequently to serve him 
as a warrior in an alleged end time battle.
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Fig. 7 - Karlshöhle

Fig. 8 - Karlshöhle
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