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1990-2020 THREE DECADES OF EUROPEAN
SPELEOLOGICAL FEDERATION FSE HISTORY
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ABSTRACT

The European Speleological Federation is an international grouping of the speleological federations or
national associations of all of Europe. The FSE, formerly FSCE then FSUE, was founded in 1990 in
Udine (Ttaly), promotes sport and scientific speleology. In that date caving organizations from Belgium,
Denmark France, Germany, Great Britain, Greece, The Netherlands, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Portugal
and Spain set the basis of the federation in a spirit of mutual collaboration and speleology development.
The FSE encompasses speleology in all its forms.

The FSE is presently composed of 31 members, is governed by a board and sets up and organises all
activities and structures necessary to reach its goals, such as commissions, working groups, meetings,
and other actions in order to promote speleology and cave and karst protection.
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RIASSUNTO

La Federazione Speleologica Europea € un raggruppamento internazionale delle federazioni speleolo-
giche o associazioni nazionali di tutta Europa. La FSE, gia FSCE poi FSUE, e stata fondata nel 1990 a
Udine (Ttalia), promuove la speleologia scientifica e sportiva. In quella data le organizzazioni speleolo-
giche di Belgio, Danimarca, Francia, Germania, Gran Bretagna, Grecia, Paesi Bassi, Irlanda, Italia, Lus-
semburgo, Portogallo e Spagna posero le basi della federazione in uno spirito di reciproca collaborazione
e sviluppo speleologico. La FSE abbraccia la speleologia in tutte le sue forme.

La FSE, attualmente composta da 31 membri, € retta da un consiglio e istituisce e organizza tutte le at-
tivita e le strutture necessarie al raggiungimento dei suoi obiettivi, come commissioni, gruppi di lavoro,
riunioni e altre azioni per promuovere la speleologia e la protezione delle grotte e del carso.

Parole chiave: speleologia, storia della FSE, protezione grotte e carso in Europa.

1. THE FOUNDATION OF FSE

The FSE, formerly FSCE (CE stands for European Community) then FSUE (UE stands for
European Union), was founded in 1990; the first published info about the foundation of the
European Speleological Federation are reported in an article that appeared in the 1990 ALP
magazine (Tavagnutti, 2020) and by Arrigo Cigna in Speleologia (Cigna, 1990).

During the XVI National Congress of Speleology held in Udine (Italy) from 6 to 9 ofSeptember
the Speleological Federation of the European Community was officially born through the
signing, by the delegates present at the congress, of the foundation act of the nascent European
Speleological Federation. The congress took place in Udine with approximate 300 inscriptions
and was a significant step towards for a greater European coordination, especially at a scientific
level, among the speleologists of the old continent.

1 SSI FSE Delegate reference author Via G. Tauro 49 Castellana grotte (BA)° Italy ferdinando.didonna@socissi.it,
2FSE ECPC president jcthies@pt.lu (LU),
3 FSE henk@2goutier.nl (NL);
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Among the potential ‘“whys and wherefores’ of this federation, the possibility of accessing EEC
funding in the scientific field and a significant sense of cooperation between Europeans, stimu-
lates national speleological organization of Belgium, Denmark France, Germany, Great Britain,
Greece, The Netherlands, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Portugal and Spain.

((\IFE
Fig.1- Udine, (IT) Meeting (from front, left to right) Tim Fogg (IE) Orlando Cordeiro
(PT) X George Theodorou (GR) Claude Mouret (FR) Susanne Krauthausen (DE)
against wall Gérard Duclaux (FR) X Gunter Stummer (AT) against wall X Denis
Wellens (BE) Bernhard Krauthausen (DE) Arrigo Cigna (IT) Andy Eavis (GB) Jean-
Claude Thies LU); Author : Bernard Urbain (BE).

Fig. 2 - 1990 Udineg,( IT) outside (from left to right) Orland Cordeiro (PT) Andy
Eavis (GB) Tim Fogg (IE) Jean-Claude Thies (LU) Denis Wellens (BE) Bernhard
Krauthausen (DE) Gérard Duclaux (FR) Claude Mouret (FR) George Theodorou (GR)
Arrigo Cigna (IT); Author: Bernard Urbain (BE).
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2. THE ORIGINS

After a first meeting of some representatives of national speleological organizations which took
place in Millau (France) on July 2, 1988, in a subsequent meeting in Budapest on August 17, 1989
it was decided to set up a working group for the preparation of a draft statute, also accepting the
offer of the Italian Speleological Society to host the representatives of the national associations
of the European Community countries in
Udine for the signing of the constitutive
document.

After a standby of a few months, the Belgian
National Federation of Speleology called
a meeting in Grimbergen (Belgium) on
January 20 and 21, 1990 with a few days’
notice and lately the minutes of the meeting
were distributed on April 23, 1990 but
without the texts of the proposed statutes.
Lately before the starting of the Udine
congress C. Mouret, president of the
Fédération Francaise de Spéléologie, send | T——y

the draft statute based on the meeting of Fig. 3 -1990 Udine,( IT) FSCE Meeting (from left to right)

January 20 in Grimbergen, Belgium. Arrigo Cigna (IT) Andy Eavis (GB) Orlando Cordeiro (PT);
Author Claude Mouret (FR).

an early session of founder’s delegates
on September 8, 1990, the statute
was deeply discussed and the official
act of foundation of the Speleological
Federation of the European Community
was made in presence of the municipal,
provincial and regional authorities of
Udine: the federation was founded!

Fig. 4 -1990 Udine, (IT) First Bureau (from left
to right) Gérard Duclaux (FR) vicepresident
Bernard Urbin (BE) secretary; Andy Eavis
(GB) treasurer; Bernhard Krauthausen (DE)
president; Author: Claude Mouret (FR).

[ arLLeuey = D| SPELEOLOGI A EA " = During the first day of the congress in

3. THE FIRST DECADE, 1990-2000
President: B. Krauthausen (DE) 1990- S

1995, A. Eavis (GB) 1995-2000. Fédération Spéléologique de la Communauté Européenne
Main action and achievements: le-
galization of the FSE (FSCE), first
steps towards the FSE growth, from

STATUTS ADOPTES

the STATUTES ADOPTED DURING LORS DB L/ASSEMLEE CENERALE CONSTITUTIVE
THE CONSTITUTIONAL GENERAL DUDINE (TALIE)
ASSEMBLY IN UDINE (IT) SEP- le & Septembre 1990
TEMBER 8, 1990, 1st Modification 28 iee Madification 28 Octobre 1995 (Enniskillen, IRL)

October 1995 (Enniskillen, IRL) -Ar-
Fig. 5 - Snapshot of the statutes adopted during the

ticle 1: The Speleologlca.l Federatlop constitutional general assembly in Udine (IT) SEPTEMBER 8,
of the European Community (FSCE) is 1990, 1 Modification 28 October 1995 (Enniskillen, IRL)
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composed of one representative of
each EEC country. Article 2: The
duration of the FSCE is unlimited.
In 1980 European Caving Congress
in Sofia was organized as a regional
UIS event followed by 1992 the con-
gress in Helecine (BE), then the FSE
took over the initiation of the future
European Congresses, and in 1999
the European Caving Congress was
held in Lisbon (PT).

In 2000 the first EuroSpeleo
Newsletter was issued and after the

last European Speleological Congress

Fig. 6 - 1999 Lisbon (PT) 3rd European Speleological Congress in Li n on ctober 2 and
(from left to right) Antonio Soreira (PT) -x-José Antonio Crispim sbo 0 O b 3,
(PT), Juan Carlos Lopez (ES), Olivier Vidal (FR); Author: Jean- 1999, as conclusions of congress the

Claude Thies (LU). speleological European community

asked for a more efficient and useful role

of FSCE, Europe was becoming, as a Trim. 1°Quarter / 2000 - N°Zero
matter of fact, a reality that assembles all

European cavers, since the situations and * * * urO

problems you face in all European states

are the same. European Caving Expeditions * *

Symposium ECES is another important % 4 %5 e eo
activity promoted by the federation ECES (ﬁo{ LI f

were held in 1994 in Casola, (IT), in 1996 %ony Cot\"‘@ Fidiratio o s ot Erpian

in Mejannes-le-Clap, (FR), in 1998 in Speleological Federasion of Europeen Communiy
Castleton-Derbyshire, GB, in 2000 in g 7. First Newsletter FSCE
Profondeville, (BE).

4. THE SECOND DECADE, 2001-2010

President: C. Mouret (FR) 2001-2005,
J.C. Lopez (ES) 2001-2013.

FEDERATION SPELEOLOGIQUE DE L'UNION EUROPEENNE Main action and achievements: 2002
_ cony, European Caving Expeditions Sym-
S a* STATUTES adopted during posium ECES was held in Santander,
th titutional 1 biy . . . .
" ot e Spain, and in 2004 in Alviela, (PT).
* Udine tember 8, 1990 .
5 5 s 2 T e o0 Earckilan, T In 2003 the name of Federation
f?\ * * & 2™ Modification: 8 June 2003, (Oloules, FR), S /1/ 1 . d l,U . E »,
2, X * w&& adopted 23 August 2005 (Kalimos, GR) péléologique de I’'Union Européenne
Tom ¢ (This is 2 translation of the French statutes) (F.S.U.E.) was adopted by a vote of

the General Assembly on June 8, 2003

Fig. 8 - Snapshot of the second statute change name to FSUE.  in Ollioules (FR). The E.S.U.E. has its
headquarters in Brussels (BE).

In the FSUE general assembly meeting , in the ordinary session on August 23 and 25 ,2005
In Kalamos, (GR) was discussed the first idea of specific commissions and especially on cave
conservation but only in 2007 the European Cave Protection Commission was constituted
and published the EUROPEAN SPELEOLOGICAL CHARTA FOR CAVE PROTECTION. In
2008 the 1st EuroSpeleo Protection Symposium was held in Vercors (FR).
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Fig. 9 - 2003 Ollioules (FR) FSCE Bu-
reau Meeting (from left to right:) Oli-
vier Vidal (FR), JeanMarc Mattlet (BE)
Claude Boes (LU) X-X-André Slagmo-
len (BE), X-Antonio GutierrezGamero
(ES) translator,Juan Carlos Lopez (ES),
Claude Mouret (FR); Author Jean-
Claude Thies (LU).

Since 2007 FSE promotes EuroSpeleo
Projects, one of the most important
federation initiatives, from exploration
expeditions to scientific conferences,
from trainings to didactic or artistic
projects, with more than 50 European
projects granted, and 10 to 15 new
requests every year, the FSE EuroSpeleo
Projects have shown their great interest
to bring together the European cavers
from all over Europe to develop creative
and dynamic new Speleological
projects.

In 2008 the European Caving Congress
was held in Lans-en-Vercors, (FR);

Fig. 10 - 2008 Lans—~en-Vercors (FR) during the 4th European

Also, in 2008 finally the actual name Speleological Congress, and 3rd EuroSpeleo Forum ECPC
’b E Speleolosi Ist ESPS (from left to right) X Alexey Zahlov (BG), X X X
was born as Kuropean Speleologl- je5n-Claude Thies (LU), Christiane Grebe (DE), X loana Meleg

cal Federation (F.S.E.)-Fédération (RO), Ana Sofia Reboleira (PT), Michele Sivelli (IT); Author: Fanis

Spéléologique Européenne (F.S.E. Fllinas(CR).

and became a Non -Profit organization
FEDERATION SPELEOLOGIQUE EUROPEENNE based in Luxembourg-Ville in the Grand

pre Duchy of Luxembourg.

Qn-“?‘* * ;{o 'ﬁ:’
"* ** STATUTS / STATUTES From this moment on all countries that
* W x s s e e G e belong to the Council of Europe can
Aok adopd during theconciuionsl Genral zamb become a member of the FS.E. The
= e )-S5 150 F.S.E is patronized by the International
e Union of Speleology (UIS).
appr. n Kalamos (GR) - 23 Aug 2005 In 2008 the petition in European
3° modification. mn Vishy (SE) - 14 Aug 2007 . .
4° modifcation in Lans n-Vereors(FR) - 26 Aug 2008 Parliament is launched:

Fig. 11 - 2008 statute of the FSE and final name definition.
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EUROPEAN PARILIAMENT

2004 “ 2009

1.2 2008 G066/ 2008

WRITTEN DECLARATION

pursuant to Rule 116 of the Rules of Procedure
by Mikel Irunjo Amezaga Rebecca Harms and Csaba Sandor Tabajdi

on the protection of caves as a culthural, natural and envisrommental henitage

Lapse date: 4 12 2008

Fig. 12 - Written declaration 0066/2008 in the European Parliament.

Written declaration on the protection of caves as a cultural, natural
and environmental heritage

The European Parliament,

- having regard to the UNESCO Convention concerning the Protection of the World
Cultural and Natural Heritage,

- having regard to Rule 116 of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas there is at present no European law or directive on the protection of caves
and their contents, B. whereas caves represent unique geotopes in the European heritage,
which can only be preserved by protecting them and their surroundings, C. whereas
conservation of archaeological and speleological heritage elements provides a foundation
for further social and economic development, enhancing European integration, 1. Calls
on the Commission to implement effectively cultural protection, as stated in Article 151 of
the EC Treaty, with regard to karsts and caves as natural sites, and cultural settlements, in
order to ensure that measures to promote them are embodied in all EU policies;

2. Considers that measures to develop these areas must include:

(a)a systematic survey of caves and their surroundings, and their environmental and
archaeological heritage;

(b)the establishment of a legislative framework to guarantee their protection, and
measures to ensure that new buildings and industrial activities are compatible with
the nearby environmental and archaeological heritage;

(c) incentives for conservation of caves, ensuring that they will be studied by specialists
like speleologists, geo(morpho)logists, archaeologists, biologists, climatologists, etc.;

(d)financial assistance for projects, conservation and restoration;

3. Calls on the Member States, in cooperation with the Commission, to promote the
protection and conservation of caves and their archaeological heritage;

4. Instructs its President to forward this declaration, together with the names of the
signatories, to the governments of the Member States, and to regional and local authorities.
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The declaration struggles TR "
to pass in the European save the hole world!
Parliament although a gen- - by signing WD 66

eral Support from nation- until 4th of december

al caving organization was
launched and supported by
a specific campaign on the [

web and cave media. [Ilmale ar[hwes

During the FSE bureau
meeting on May 2, 2009
during 4th EuroSpeleo Fo-
rum, in Urzulei, (IT), anim- g
portant decision was taken [ www.cavedeclaration.eu
on speleological projects in-
cluding at least 5 countries
members from FEALC and - save the hole world!
FSE can apply to the ESP [

funding. This is an illustra- Fig. 13 - Save the world campaign from the http:/Awww.cavedeclaration.eu/.

tion of how Euro-Speleo projects can extend
its reach and benefit speleological projects in
countries outside of Europe. Another import-
ant point was the UIS-FSE Political Balance:
Discussion took place regarding the place of
the UIS and FSE. Vercors 2008 had been a
very positive experience and had highlighted
the spirit of cooperation between these two
bodies. There were a number of projects that
both organisations could work on together.
The possibility of a FSE representative in the
UIS Bureau was also raised and this could be
discussed at the UIS Congress in Texas.

Fig.14 - Brussels (BE) ECPC-
UlS at EU Commission
WD66 Declaration, (from
left to right): Barbel Vogel
(DE), Jean-Pierre Bartho-
leyns (BE) UIS Cave Pro-
tection Commission, politi-
cians; Author: EUPARL.

Fig. 15 - Brussels (BE) FSE
ECPC-UIS at EU Commis-
sion WD66 Declaration,
(from left to right): Jean-
Pierre Bartholeyns (BE)
UIS Cave Protection Com-
mission, Christiane Grebe
(DE) ECPC president, Mikel
Irujo A,ezaga (ES) EU-MEP,
loana Meleg (RO), Alexey
Zahlow (BG); Author: EU-
PARL.
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5. THE THIRD DECADE, 2010-2020

President: J.C. Lopez (ES) 2001-2013, G. Campion (GB) 2013-present.
Main action and achievements: In 2010 FSE pursue the Petition to Stop Trade, Import and
Export of Cave Contents: save the whole world - support cave protection in Europe.

Fig. 16 - Budapest (BG) at
Speleohungary FSE BUR
meeting (from left 2 right) :
Alexey Zahlov (BG); Manuel
Fréire (PT), Olivier Vidal (FR),
Juan Carlos Lopez Casas
(ES); Author: Jean-Claude
Thies (LU).

Following its integration in 2008 the first EuroSpeleo Protection
Label (ESPL) was granted in 2010:

Coliboaia Cave - Protecting a Unique Prehistoric Site by Asociata Speleologica Speowest Arad
from Romania;

The scope of the ESPL is to support active cave protection in the speleological associations and
clubs, committees, national commissions, etc, and to share this knowledge throughout Europe.

In the the 2012 during the 13th Swiss National Congress of Speleology, the FSE celebrated the 7th
EuroSpeleo Forum, 29 Sept-010ct2012,in Muotathal, Switzerland and

the 2nd EuroSpeleo Protection Symposium: “Best Practices for Cave protectio,
and Karst Protection in Europe”. The aims of this symposium were oo

to provide a platform for scientists and speleologists, active in the area f % §

of cave and karst protection, to share the state of the art and overview

of their current work, to exchange views from both perspectives on - L\ o
best practices’ progress and applications in Europe. The outcomes wﬁs =r
of the symposia will be the first steps in developing a framework A
docum(?nt on cave an.d karst protection in Europe in thq context of Fédération Spéléologique
regulations approaching already this topic, i.e. [IUCN Guidelines for Européenne

Cave and Karst Protection, the Habitats Directive (Council Directive  Fig.17 - ECPC logo.
92/43/EEC of May 21, 1992 on the Conservation of natural habitats

and of wild fauna and flora) and the Recommendation on conservation of the geological heritage
and areas of special geological interest (Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe, 2004
and other existing conventions at European and Global level. The role of the document will be
to highlight the significant role of caves and karst as archives of natural (biological, geological,
geomorphological, mineralogical, paleontological, hydrological, environmental, etc.), historical
and cultural (archaeological, anthropological) values. Furthermore, it will be an efficient tool for
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sustaining European caves, maybe also in the construction of a European Directive or European
Recommendations and Regulations concerning caves’ protection.

Fig.18 - Muotathal (CH) FSE General Assembly Meeting (from left to right): Mladen Garasic (HR), René Scheerer
(CH), Marcel Meyssonnier (FR), Riccardo Dall’Aqua (IT), Magdalena Stamenova (BG), X, X, X, Michael Laumanns
(DE), Liliana Krystallidou (GR), Christos Petreas (GR), Christian Dodelin (FR), Ernest Geyer (AT) head only; Author:
Jean-Claude Thies (LU).

Also, in 2012 the Speleo-TV was born as
a project of the FSE, the main purpose of
Speleo-TV is to offer the opportunity for
all the cavers to connect and share their
underground explorations and works with
the speleological community in Europe
and all over the world. Speleo-TV serves
also as a directory for speleological films.
In October 6, 2013 the FSE Facebook page - i
was created and 5,741 people like the page Fig. 19 - Speleo TV demo presentation on web site in 2012.
and further 6,067 people follow this page

on September 2020.

Welcome!

Since October 2011 The European Speleological Federation is part of EEB, the largest network
of Environment protection NGOs in Europe - www.eeb.org and since 2015 the FSE is holding a
seat in the Board of the EEB. This representation is part of the ECPC missions.
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Spéléologique Européenne
Erurspeien - Danization

Fig. 20 - Facebook page born in 2013.
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In 2012 the European Cave Res-
cue Commission (ECRC) is rec-
ognised in order to establish
co-operation between the cave
rescue organizations of each
member country and to exchange
information.

In 2015 the Eurospeleo Forum is
organized in Italy in Pertosa-Au-
letta during the XXII Congresso
Nazionale di Speleologia.

Fig. 21 - 2015 Pertosa, IT Bureau FSE and FSE staff (from lef to right) Brafio Smida (SK), Martina Dr&kova (SK),
Maisie Bagley (GB), Ged Campion (GB), Imogen Campion (GB), Taraneh Khaleghi (AT), Ernest Geyer (AT), Marie
France Bernheim (FR), Jean-Claude Thies (LU), Michael Laumanns (DE), Henk Goutier (NL), Silvia Goutier (NL);
Author: Taraneh Kaleghi (AT).

o sv;l-‘ao%
3*0* * **‘*', European Cave Rescue Commission
* * (ECRC)
INTERNAL REGULATIONS
* ** (approved by the FSE General Assembly on 17 Sept. 2017)
*
FeppRat©@

Fig. 22 - ECRC internal regulation

70

2016 European caving Congress
in Dalesbridge, Yorkshire organ-
ised by the British Caving Associ-
ation on behalf of the F.S.E. with
over a thousand participants.

In the table 1 we can find the re-
sume of the main FSE Speleo
Actions up to 2018, in 2019 the
13" EuroSpeleo Forum was orga-
nized in Bulgaria;



SOPRA E SOTTO IL CARSO 2025

PROCEEDINGS OF THE ALCADI 2020

Gorizia (Italy) sept. 3-4-5, 2021

European Congresses:
Congrés Européens:

1980 Sofia - BG

1992 Hélécine - BE

1999 Lisbon - PT

2008 Lans-en Vercors - FR

2016 Dalesbridge/ Austwick - GB

EuroSpeleo Forums :

2006 Sevilla - ES

2007 Visby - SE

2008 Lans-en Vercors - FR
2009 Urzulei - IT

2010 Budapest - HU

2011 Marbella - ES

2012 Muotathal - CH

2013 Millau - FR

2014 Baile Herculane - RO
2015 Pertosa-Auletta - IT
2017 Ferriéres — BE

2018 Ebensee - AT

Furopean Expeditions Symposium /
Symposiums Européen d'Expéditions:

1994 Casola - IT

1996 Méjannes-le-Clap - FR
1998 Castleton - GB

2000 Profondeville - BE
2002 Santander - ES

2004 Alvieva - PT

2008 Lans-en Vercors - FR
2011 Marbella - ES

2014 Baile Herculane - RO

2008 Lans-en Vercors - FR
2010 Casola - IT

2013 Millau - FR

2014 Baile Herculane — RO
2018 Ebensee - AT

EuroSpeleo Image’In Film Festival:

EuroSpeleo Cave Rescue
Symposium:

2014 Baile Herculane - RO

EuroSpeleo Protection Symposium:

2008 Lans-en Vercors - FR

2012 Muotathal - CH

2014 Baile Herculane - RO

2016 Dalesbridge/Austwick — GB
2018 Ebensee - AT

Table 1 FSE meetings and congress since 1980.

The 12% EuroSpeleo Forum, was held in Ebensee, Austria, on 23"-26" August 2018, the
congress focused on the role of speleology as a connexion for different ways of thinking, cultures
of knowledge and scientific approaches. The proceedings comprise (extended) abstracts of 122
oral and poster presentations given at the conference (Mattes, 2018).

Also, a fine speleobar was set up entreating cavers in late caving connversation nights very
productive for bonding and future projects.

Lr\,\'E

ﬁé'l'i." in

L3N

I\ESEARCH

Fig. 23 - 2018 Ebensee (AT) 12th EuroSpeleo Forum chairman Johannes Mattes; Author: F. Didonna (IT).
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Fig. 24 - 2018 Ebensee (AT) (from left to right) round Ferdinando Didonna (IT), Ernest Geyer
(AT), X-Amparo Perez (ES), X (ES), JeanClaude Thies (LU), Barbel Vogel (DE), Tony Vlaykova
(BG); Author: Ernest geyer (AT).

6. FSE MEMBERS IN 2020

FSE counts on 31 members countries here enlisted with the respective national speleological
organization:

1.

© PN E BN

[ L
N OO W N - O

Armenia (Armenian Speleological Centre);

Austria (Verband Osterreichischer Hohlenforscher);
Belgium (Belgian National Federation of Speleology);
Bulgaria (Bulgarian Federation of Speleology);

Croatia (Croatian Speleological Federation);

Denmark (Danish Speleological Society);

Germany (Verband deutscher Hohlen- und Karstforscher);
France (Fédération Francaise de Spéléologie);

Finland (Finnish Caving Society);

. Géorgia (Speleological Society of Georgia);

. Great Britain (British Caving Association);

. Greece (Hellenic Federation of Speleology and Hellenic Speleological Society);
. Hungary (Hungarian Speleological Society);

. Ireland (Speleological Union of Ireland);

. Italy (Italian Speleological Society);

. Lithuania (Aenigma);

. Luxembourg (Groupe Spéléologique Luxermbourgeois) ;

18.
19.

Moldova (Speleoclub Abis) ;
Netherlands (Speleo Nederland);

20.Norway (Norsk Grotteforbund);

21.

Poland (Caving Commitee of Polish Alpinism Association);
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22.Portugal (Federacao Portuguesa de Espeleologia);
23.Romania (Federatia Romana De Speleogie);

24. Serbia (Federation of Speleological Organizations of Serbia);
25. Slovakia (Slovenska Speleologicka Spolo¢nost);

26.Slovenia (Speleological Association of Slovenia);

27. Spain (Confederacion de Espeleologia y Canones);
28.Sweden ( Swedish Speleological Society);

29.Switzerland (Société Suisse De Spéléologie);

30.Turkey (Speleological Federation of Turkey);

31. Ukraine (Ukrainian Speleological Association).

"" A= A NS

MEMBER COUNTRIES OF THE
EUROPEAN SPELEOLOGICAL FEDERATION (FSE)

(as at January 2019)

)

-

Fig. 25 - Map of member countries from the FSE web site.

In thelast Fig. 27is presented the resume of Board composition since 1990 and General Assembly

dates and places;
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7. THE ONGOING ACTIONS AND COMMISSION

The FSE commission ECPC is very active prompting annually the ESPL and organizing
periodically the cave protection Symposium (the 6th one being held in October 2021) and since
its origin in 1990, the FSE has promoted Cave Protection at a European scale. Actual president
of the ECPC is Jean-Claude Thies (LU), the ECPC is also working on the Clean Up the Dark
project has its origin in a long Italian tradition of cave cleaning activities and the enthusiastic
work of commission members to push the cleaning towards a European mission. It has created
an Internet platform “http://cleanupthedark.org/” to promote the project with the best possible
tools. At this time, the site includes polluted/cleaned caves in Croatia, Slovenia and Italy. The
FSE currently holds a seat in the EEB-Board as European Network organization since 2015.
The representation has been done by Barbel Vogel (DE) from 2015 to 2018, and by Jean-Claude
Thies (LU) from 2018-2021.

The ECRC European Cave Rescue Commission aims to establish co-operation between the
cave rescue organizations and speleological organizations of FSE member countries and to
exchange information and knowledge in the field of cave rescue. Antonia Vlaykova (BG) (elected
2016), is the second President of the ECRC, the first one was Christian Dodelin (FR).

The ECRC works in order to develop, collect and disseminate knowledge about cave rescue on
a European level, to streamline collective activities, in order to put cave rescue to a priority level
within the European concerns of civil protection and to assist the European speleologists in
their interaction with public authorities, to combine the efforts of local speleological groups and
national speleological associations so as to support common European praxis of cave rescue, to
support collaboration with the European Union specialized structures and other international
institutions and organizations, in the field of cave rescue and finally, to act as a political lobby for
cave rescue in Europe and to propose new laws and directives in this field.

EuroSpeleo Projects (ESP) grant was launched by the FSE in 2005. ESPs can receive a financial
contribution and also sponsoring items from FSE partners. An ESP needs to be applied by a
member of the representing FSE country and are open to projects involving Latin American
(members of FEALC) and African/Middle-East (AME) countries and the Asian Union of
Speleology (AUS). The ESPs are one of the most active action of the FSE and since 2005 have
been promoting more than 200 projects such as: Exercises, explorations and educational,
technical or scientific expeditions in and outside Europe, youth camps, books, films, software,
festivals, exhibitions, symposia, congresses, etc. all related to cave and karst.

Show Caves: During the EuroSpeleo Forum in Austria also the Contact Group on Show Caves
organizes in 2018 the 1st EuroSpeleo Show Cave Symposium and in 2019 the second in Bulgaria
with the aims of developing studies and discussion on show caves in FSE countries

SpeleoTV service (http://speleo-tv.eu) has become a valuable archive of videos for the
community. Its value is in keeping and preserving materials in one place. The 2019 GAM decided
that the service will be continued and the technology will be updated during the next year. The
majority of content is hosted in YouTube or Vimeo on users’ personal accounts.

Similarly, in the Information Technology aspect FSE has a partnership agreement with the
association Wikicaves who has created the well-known site www.grottocenter.org, that become
“Privileged Partner” of the European Speleological Federation. The aim is to broadcast this
speleological multilingual wiki-tool (5 languages at this day) among the clubs and local caving
structures all over Europe. Another project in this area is the database of international caving
expeditions, synergy of expedition types, localisation and diversity assignments reflect a range
of challenges that will be face on the ICE db. This project is an official partnership between
European Speleological Federation (FSE) and the International Union of Speleology (UIS).
Wikicawves also technically maintains the FSE domains and website.
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Fig. 26 - 2019 Dolni Lozen, BG Bureau FSE from left to right: Jean-Claude Thies (LU), president of the
ECPC, Alena Gessert (SK) General Secretary, Antoniya Vlaykova (BG) president of the ECRC, Michel
Isnard (FR) vice-president, Henk Goutier (NL) treasurer, Ernest Geyer (AT) vice-treasurer, Ged Campion
(GB) president and Joerg Dreybrodt (DE) vice-secretary Author: Taraneh Kaleghi (AT).

The FSE actively supports International Year of Caves and Karst [IYCK and specifically ECPCis a
supporter of the IYCK 2021 and FSE encourage everyone to support this important happening,
the IYCK is organized by the International Union of Speleology, the worldwide organization
of cave and karst explorers, scientists, managers, and educators, ,Explore, understand and
protect” is the main goal of the International Year of Caves and Karst.

FSE is strengthening the UIS collaboration, actually a representation of the UIS can assist FSE
meetings and visversa a delegate from FSE can assist UIS meetings;

Also the FSEis in a continuous effort to have a positive incidence on the EU environmental policy;
in this sense FSE is carrying out a strategy based on more network alliances, communication
and coordination with national caving organization and EU umbrella organization such as EEB,
the path has been traced but following it is yet a challenge, for sure more engagement from
national caving organization is necessary.

FSE, as multilateral organization, also maintain excellent relations with other regional bodies:

» Balkan Speleleological Union (BSU): A Protocol of Cooperation was signed at the GAM in
Marbella, Spain on the 24 September 2011. It was signed by the then president of the FSE
Juan Carlos Lopez and the president of the BSU Viorel Lascu from Romania.

 FEALC: arenewed Cooperation Agreement was signed on 18th August 2016 by Ged Cam-
pion and Efrain Mercado both president of the organisations at that time. The original
agreement was signed in the Vercors, France in 2008 but expired five years later in 2013.
No action was undertaken at that time to renew it, this was only done in 2016 with also an
amended text.

 Asian Union of Speleology (AUS): The Cooperation Agreement with AUS was signed on
the 27th July 2017 by Ged Campion and Eko Haryono from Indonesia both president of
the organisations at that time.

FSE works with sponsoring partners that support Projects in form of equipment items. Today

these partners are Aventure Verticale from France for caving equipment, Korda’s from Spain
for ropes and Scurion from Switzerland for lamps.
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Fig. 27 - Board composition since 1990 and General Assembly dates and places; Author: Jean-Claude Thies (LU).
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